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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial Office Action based on the 10/670973 application filed on Sept 
25, 2003. Claims 1 - 49, as originally filed, benefit of foreign filing date filed on March 06, 
2003. In response of Restriction filed on Feb 08, 2008, the Applicant selects claims 1-20 
(identified in the Office action as Invention I) for examination, with traverse and 
subsequently cancels the non-elected claims. Claims (1-20, 50-69) are currently 
pending and have been considered below. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors 
in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without 
traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

3. At line 7 of 1J0023 (US 2005/01 81 81 6 A1 ),( respectively) recites "an" which 
appear to be a misspelling of the word "and". 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: reference "205" of FIG. 2 (US 2004/0181816 A1) is not mentioned in 
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specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4, 7-8, 14, 50- 53, 56-57, and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over US Pub. No. 2003/0021593 A1 (hereafter US'593) 
published by Otsuka et al., in view of US Pub. No. 2003/005591 2 A1 (hereafter US'912) 
published by Bruke K. Martin Jr. (hereafter Martin) et al.. 

Regarding to claims 1, 50: Otsuka discloses a method and an apparatus for 
connecting a media player to a network (optical disc player 100 having network access 
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capability; see US'593, 1J0016 line 2), the method comprising a network interface 110 
(e.g. an interface to the Internet, see FIG. 1, 1J0016 lines 8-9) while reproducing data 
recorded on an enhanced navigation medium (the HTML menu controls the playback of 
the video content stored on the local optical disc 116; (see FIG. 2B, 1J0019); 

processing connection information recorded on the enhanced navigation medium to 
determine whether connection to the remote server is permitted (In user agent mode, 
the optical disc player is configured to run a user agent program (e.g. a browser) to 
allow a user to access website documents on a network or stored in the local optical 
disc 116, and perform various functions associated with the website document. See Fig. 
1; H0016; 1J0017 lines 8-17). However, Otsuka explicitly fails to teach processing a 
request for connecting to a remote server, network connection information and 
requesting connection to the remote server, if connection to the remote server is 
permitted in accordance with the connection information. 

In the controlling network connection between device and network, Martin teaches 
the method to control network connection information and connection request between 
the mobile device to remote servers, see US'912, FIG. 1, H0021, H0039-H0040, 1J0042- 
1J0046). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention of Otsuka was made to modify the method for connecting a media player to a 
network of Otsuka with the connection request to remote servers as taught by Martin, in 
order to provide a need for improved ways to control network connections and thus 
quality of service for devices connecting to a network. 
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Regarding to claims 2, 51: The method of Otsuka and Martin in claim 1, Otsuka 
also teaches a start-up file that is read prior to reproduction of the data recorded on the 
enhanced navigation medium (US'593, FIG. 3, 1J0041). 

Regarding to claims 3, 52: The method of Otsuka and Martin in claim 2, Otsuka 
further teach wherein the start-up file comprises information associated with a list of 
additional contents to be loaded before the data on the enhanced navigation medium is 
reproduced (US'593, FIG. 1, H0017line 8-17). 

Regarding to claims 4, 53: In the claim 2, the method of Otsuka and Martin, 
Otsuka also teaches wherein the start-up file comprises information associated with a 
right to reproduce the data recorded on the enhanced navigation medium (restrict the 
operation to one particular mode. Such as, for example, the program may cause the 
optical disc player to operate in video playback mode in order to display a particular 
video segment while restricting the user from changing the mode, see 1J0020). 

Regarding to claims 7, 56: Otsuka and Martin teach the start-up file in the 
method of claim 2, Otsuka also teaches wherein the start-up file comprises information 
associated with memory management (If the startup file is present, the processor 102 
under the control of the operating system loads a program interpreter from non-volatile 
memory 108 to read and execute the start-up interactive program. See FIG. 3, 1J0041). 

Regarding to claims 8, 57: The method of claim 2, Otsuka further teaches wherein 
the start-up file comprises information associated with a file ( program interpreter) to be 
processed after the start-up file is processed ( by processor 102, Usee 0043). 
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Regarding to claims 14, 63: Otsuka and Martin teach the method of claim 1 , 
Martin also teaches wherein the connection information comprises at least one 
connection address for connecting to the remote server (A Universal Resource Locator- 
URL request is simply a request by the network browser for a resource located at a 
particular network address on a network. See 1J0048 lines 11-13), and (In other words, 
the network browser request processing 200 is activated when the URL request is ready 
to be transmitted to a remote server on a network being browsed by the network 
browser. See H0043 lines 6-8). 

7. Claims 5, 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Otsuka et al., in view of Martin et al.; further in view of US Pub. No. 2002/0006094 A1 
published by Teramoto. 

Regarding to claims 5, 54: The method of Otsuka and Martin teach the start-up 
file in claim 2, but fail to teach wherein the start-up file comprises information associated 
with a region code. 

Teramoto, the same field of DVD reproduction method, teaches the method of recording 
medium reproduction wherein comprises information associated with a region code 
(US'094, FIGs. 1, 2, 1J0038, 1J0041 -1J0042, H0044-1J0046). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention of Otsuka and 
Martin was made to modify the start up file in method of Otsuka and Martin with the 
region code of DVD medium as taught by Teramoto, in order to restrict and control 
reproducing data recorded on the enhanced navigation medium by the region or 
countries. 
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8. Claims 9, 10, 15-20, 58, 59, 64-69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Otsuka and Martin et al ; in view of US Pub. No.2004/0073941 A1 
issued to Ludvig et al. 

Regarding to claims 9, 10, 58 and 59: Otsuka and Martin teach the method of 
claim 1, but fail to teach wherein the connection information comprises a list of servers 
to which the media player may or may not connect. 

Ludvig; in the field of web content conversion; teaches a list of servers (the source 

download/transcode server 216 is often referred to as the 
"server", "download server", "transcode server", "iWPG Server", 
and so on, each name being representative of the particular 
functionality that is being discussed at the time; see US'941, Fig. 
1,1J0034); external data source (s) 104 represent a Web server and 
any number of other types of network servers such as an EPG 
server, a VOD server, and so on; see US'941, Fig. 1, TJ0021) to which the 
media player (at user site) may connect or may not connect (Source content 112 
may be authored to reference a limited or closed set of resources 
such as those presented via a walled garden Web site that walled 
garden content does not reference resources that are outside of 
the walled garden. This constrains user navigation to 
predetermined boundaries, providing transitive closure that is in 
contrast to an open set of resources, wherein there is no such 
closure. Source content may also reference content that does not 
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provide such transitive closure, for example, by referencing a 
co-hosted application on the target-set top box 116. This is 
accomplished via an embedded intrinsic event handler. These and 
other aspects of authored Source content 112 are described in 
greater detail below; see Fig. 1, 1J0022-U0024). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
modify the request DVD connecting method of Otsuka and Martin with the 
communication type of servers and web content by Ludvig; in order to be performed by 
the WWW content provider prior to transferring any information (i.e., Web content that 
has been converted by WWW content providers into a different data format for 
broadcast to subscribers) to a service provider for subsequent distribution to viewers. 

Regarding to claims 15, 64: Otsuka and Martin teach the method of claim 1 
wherein a start-up file comprises the connection information, but fail to teach wherein 
the start-up file comprises information associated with a walled-garden file comprising 
location information about at least one server. 

Ludvig, in the field of web content conversion, teaches the information associated with a 

walled-garden file (Source content 112 represents walled garden Web 
content such as that formatted in Hypertext Markup Language 
(HTML) . For purposes of this discussion, source content 112 
further includes dynamic HTML (DHTML) content. DHTML, as is 
known, may include combinations of Java applets, JSCripts and 
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JavaScript, Flash animation, marquees, META- tag refreshes, and so 
on; see US'941, Fig. 1, 1J0022) comprising location information (Head-end 102 
downloads and transcodes the source content into an iWGP that 
conforms to represented font(s) and language (s) as a function of 
the particular font and/or language packs that are installed at 
the particular head-end 102; see 1(0023) about at least one server (The 
head-end server dynamically transcodes the downloaded source 
content into an interactive walled garden program (iWGP) ; see 
110007 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to modify the request DVD connecting method of 
Otsuka and Martin with the information associated with a walled-garden file comprising 
location information as taught by Ludvig; in order to be performed by the WWW content 

provider prior to transferring any information (i.e., Web content that has been converted 
by WWW content providers into a different data format for broadcast to subscribers) to a 
service provider for subsequent distribution to viewers. 

Regarding to claims 16, 17, 65 and 66: Neither Otsuka nor Martin teaches the 
method of claim 15 wherein the walled-garden file comprises information about at least 
one server to which the media player may connect or may not connect to retrieve 
additional contents associated with the data recorded on the enhanced navigation 
medium. 
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Ludvig, in the field of web content conversion, teaches wherein the walled-garden file 
comprises information about at least one server to which the media player (the 

source download/transcode server 216, downloads and dynamically 
converts source content 112 representing a walled garden into an 
iWPG for substantially optimized bandwidth utilization during 
delivery to set-top box(es) 116; Server 216 downloads source 
content 112 (FIG. 1) from one or more external data sources 104. 
The server may rely on Internet, intranet, and/or Virtual Private 
Network (VPN) access (e.g., via a local provider) from within the 
headend to fetch and receive the source content, see US'941, Fig. 2, 
1J0034, 1J0039) may connect or may not connect to retrieve additional contents (The 
process of converting downloaded source content 112 into an iWPG 
107 is called transcoding. Because transcoding is performed at 
the head-end 102, source content author (s) do not need pre- 
existing knowledge of the data transport infrastructures of a 
head-end or the target clients 116; a single instance of authored 
source content 112 can be dynamically converted, by any number of 
head-ends 102, to iWGP 107 for delivery to any number of clients, 
regardless of whether the respective head-ends utilize different 
respective server, client, and/or digital signal transport 
infrastructures; see US'941, Fig. 2, TJ0035); associated with the data recorded 
on the enhanced navigation medium (iWGP navigator module 124 has been 
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downloaded into memory 522 of set-top box 116, along with APIs 
504 for interfacing the iWGP navigator module to operating system 
502 of the set-top box; see US'941, 1f0092), (iWGP navigator 124 
enables the subscriber to browse iWGP(s) 107 broadcast on the 
cable network. The user can launch the navigator from other co- 
hosted set-top applications, such as from a menu within the EPG. 
Once an iWGP is launched, the subscriber may navigate from one 
still 232 to another still 232 and from one program 107 to 
another program 107; see US'941, 1J0093). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
request DVD connecting method of Otsuka and Martin with the walled-garden file 
including information about at least one server to which the media player connect to 
retrieve additional contents associated with the data recorded on the enhanced 
navigation medium as taught by Ludvig; in order to support design and transformation 
activities are generally labor intensive and time consuming. Note, these design and 
transformation activities must be performed by the WWW content provider prior to 
transferring any information (i.e., Web content that has been converted by WWW 
content providers into a different data format for broadcast to subscribers) to a cable 
head-end for subsequent distribution to viewers. 

Regarding to claims 18, 67: Otsuka, Martin fails to teach the walled-garden file 
comprises at least one entry associated with loading information that controls access to 
information available on the at least one server . 
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Ludvig, in the field of web content conversion, teaches wherein the walled-garden file 
comprises at least one entry associated with loading information (the source 

download/transcode server 216, downloads and dynamically converts 
source content 112 representing a walled garden into an iWPG for 
substantially optimized bandwidth utilization during delivery to 
set-top box(es) 116. Server 216 downloads source content 112 

(FIG. 1) from one or more external data sources 104. The server 
may rely on Internet, intranet, and/or Virtual Private Network 

(VPN) access (e.g., via a local provider) from within the headend 
to fetch and receive the source content; that controls access to 
information available on the at least one server (see US'941, 1J0034). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the request DVD connecting method of Otsuka and 
Martin with the walled-garden file including information about at least one server to 
which the media player connect to retrieve additional contents associated with the data 
recorded on the enhanced navigation medium as taught by Ludvig; in order to support 
design and transformation activities are generally labor intensive and time consuming. 
Note, these design and transformation activities must be performed by the WWW 
content provider prior to transferring any information (i.e., Web content that has been 
converted by WWW content providers into a different data format for broadcast to 
subscribers) to a cable head-end for subsequent distribution to viewers. 
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Regarding to claims 19, 68: In the claim 18 above; Ludvig also teaches a 

condition for loading information (a single instance of authored source 
content 112 can be dynamically converted, by any number of head- 
ends 102, to iWGP 107 for delivery to any number of clients, 
regardless of whether the respective head-ends utilize different 
respective server, client, and/or digital signal transport 
infrastructures; see US'941, 1J0035) available on the at least one server (The 
download server/transcoder component (216 of Fig. 2 ; see US'941, 
U0039). 

Regarding to claims 20, 69: In the claim 19 above; Ludvig also teaches 
information comprise a language or a profile supported by the media player (the 

configuration data 230, for each URL identifying source content 
112, further indicates at least a portion of the following: an 
iWGP name; (1J0041)a program application ID; (1J0042) a source 
capture rate; (1J0043), a program transport rate; (1J0044), a parental 
control rating; H0045) etc. also see H0046-U0047). 

9. Claims 6, 11-13, 55 and 60-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Otsuka et al.and Martin et al.; further in view of US Pub. No. 
2003/0161615 A1 published by Tsumagari (hereinafter US'615). 

Regarding to claims 6, 55: Otsuka and Martin teach the start-up file in the 
method of claim 2, but explicitly fail to teach wherein the start-up file comprises 
information associated with a language of the additional contents. 
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Tsumagari, the same endeavor, teaches wherein the start-up file comprises 
information associated with a language of the additional contents ("DVD status signal" 
indicating property information (e.g., an audio language, sub-picture caption language. 
See US'615 H0091 lines 11-16, also H0065, 1J0066). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add 
information associated with a language of the additional contents as taught by 
Tsumagari, in the method of Otsuka and Martin; in order to select the sound quality and 
subtitle language of DVD medium content in initial set up. 

Regarding to claims 11, 60: Otsuka and Martin teach the method of claim 1, 
but fail to teach the data recorded on the enhanced navigation medium comprises 
audio/video (A/V) data. 

Tsumagari, the same endeavor, teaches wherein the data recorded on the 
enhanced navigation medium comprises audio/video (A/V) data (US'615, FIG. 1, 1J0058, 
1J0068, 1J0372-U0378). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to combine audio/video (A/V) data on the 
ENAV medium as taught by Tsumagari in the method of Otsuka and Martin, in order to 
decode audio/video (AA/) data in video play back mode. 

Regarding to claims 12, 61: Otsuka, Martin and Tsumagari teach the method of 
claim 1 1 , Tsumagari further teaches wherein the data recorded on the enhanced 
navigation medium comprises additional contents associated with the A/V data (US'615, 
FIG. 1, 1J0065, 1J0068, 1J0372-U0378). 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,973 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2623 

Regarding to claims 13, 62: Otsuka, Martin and Tsumagari teach the method of 
claim 12, Tsumagari further teaches, wherein the A/V data and the additional contents 
are reproduced in synchronization (US'615, P067, lines 10-13 and 1J0380). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALAN LUONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5091 and fax number (571 ) 270-6091 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.- 
Thurs., 8:00am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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